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I. THE LIGHT OF CHRIST HAS BROKEN INTO THE WORLD 
(Individual prayer- silent or out-loud)  

 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone…For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be no end.  – Isaiah 9:2, 5-7 
 

There are many spiritual truths encompassed in Christmas, but this truth is foundational to them 
all: The world is a dark place, and we will never find our way or see clearly unless Jesus is our light.  
Isaiah prophesied of a Messiah that would be a light in a dark world and bring peace to mankind. 
Even at the time of Jesus’ birth, there was violence, injustice, abuse of power, homelessness, 
refugees fleeing from oppression, families being ripped apart, and bottomless grief – sounds exactly 
like today. The only cure to this dark evil in the heart of mankind is the light found in Jesus Christ. 
What an amazing gift God has given us through His Son! 
 
In this portion of prayer, we want to focus our attention to God – who He is and what He has done 
for us by sending Christ.  

 
• Prayers of Adoration & Thanksgiving:  

o All of us were once lost in darkness before the light of the Gospel gave us new life, truth, 
and joy. 

o Take time to dwell on the truths found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ that leads to praise and 
thanksgiving (See Scripture below): 

§ New Life – 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 Peter 1:3 
§ Truth – 1 John 1:5, John 8:31-32, John 17:17-18 
§ Joy – Psalm 16:11, Romans 15:13 

 
 

II. THE LIGHT OF CHRIST HAS ENLIGHTENED OUR HEARTS  
(Group prayer- spontaneous “popcorn” style)  

 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for 

a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 
many hearts may be revealed.”  –Luke 2:33-35 

 
Just like Mary, if you love Jesus and have him in your life, “a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also.” There will be inner conflict, sometimes confusion, sometimes great pain. You will get things 
wrong. You may fight with him. And you may fight with yourself. When you put your faith in Christ 
some struggles are ended. However, a whole new set of struggles are ignited by faith in Christ.  
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In this portion of prayer, think about the ways the light of Christ has exposed sin in our lives and 
pray for the Spirit’s continued work to change us for God’s glory. 

 
• Confession and Repentance: 

o The Gospel gives us freedom to acknowledge our weaknesses and failures because Christ 
has paid it all for our sin.  

o Pray through the ways you continue to fall short of God’s glory in your life (i.e., pride, 
resentment, failure to forgive, idolatry of material things, etc.). 

o Thank God for the Gospel of Jesus that restores our relationship with God and empowers 
us to live for His glory (1 John 1:8; 2 Timothy 1:7). 

 
• Submission and Obedience:  

o Our lives are a spiritual act of worship to the Lord (Romans 12:1-2). 
o Pray through the ways God is calling you to submit and obey Him in order to worship him 

through your life. 
 
 
 

III. THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO PENETRATE OUR CITY AND THE WORLD  
(Corporate prayer) 

 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me  

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” – John 8:12 
 

 
The message of the Gospel is that we really are bad, and we can’t heal or save ourselves —
nevertheless, there is hope in Christ. Christmas reminds us that “those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone.” Notice earlier Isaiah 9:2 doesn’t say from the world a light has 
sprung, but upon the world a light has shone. It has come from outside. There is light outside of 
this world, and Jesus has brought that light to save us. 

 
 
• Pray for the Light of Christ to Penetrate Non-Believing Hearts in Our City: 

o Pray for your non-believing family and friends to come to know the Gospel. 
o Pray for God to use our church to reach our non-believing friends. 
o Pray for God to use our Sunday services during Advent to reach people with the Gospel. 
o Pray for all the churches in our city to reach non-believers with hope found in the Gospel. 

 
• Pray for the Light of Christ to Penetrate the World: 

o Pray for God to empower Christians with wisdom and boldness for the Gospel in 
unbelieving parts of the world. 

o Pray for God to penetrate the dark, unreached areas of the world with the Light of Christ. 
 


