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“The gospel is this:  

We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared believe, 
yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ  

than we ever dared hope.”  
- Timothy J Keller 

 
I. DWELL ON THE GOSPEL 

 
1 Corinthians 15:3–5 — 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  

 
When we talk about the being gospel-centered, we have to begin by understanding the gospel itself. Too 
often we go wrong when we start with the results from the gospel or the demands of the gospel without 
actually unpacking the core of the gospel. The gospel, in its simplest form is the news that God provides 
what sinful humanity needs to be right with him. What he demands from us, he provides for us.  
 
What he provided was the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus accomplishes redemption for all 
who believe. In Jesus life he fulfilled the demands of the law and accomplished a righteous life on behalf 
of our rebellion and rejection of God. In his death he atones for our sin by being our substitute on the 
cross and satisfying the just wrath of God. In his resurrection, Jesus is victorious over sin and death and 
guarantees that same victory to those who believe in him.  
 
To be gospel-centered means that this gospel—and Jesus himself—is our hope, joy, and greatest desire. 

 
• Focus on God’s holiness and righteousness. 

o Read 1 Sam. 2:2 and Rev. 5:14 
o Ask the Holy Spirit: Help me to see and know the holiness of God 

 
• Consider the seriousness of Sin 

o Read Rom. 3:23 and 1 John 1:8 
o Reflect on your understanding of sin. Is it a foreign idea or have you grown in awareness of 

your sin?  
o Ask the Holy Spirit: Help me to see sin as you see it. 

 
• Rest in the finished work of Jesus 

o Read 1 John 1:9 and Rom. 8:1 
o Praise Jesus for his work on your behalf 
o Ask the Holy Spirit: Help me to grow in my affections for Jesus as I recognize the greatness of 

mercy demonstrated on the cross. 
 

II. TURN FROM FALSE GOSPELS  
 
Galatians 1:6–8 — 6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace 
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  
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Philippians 2:12–13 — 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 

As Christians, our salvation is firmly rooted in Jesus, but our salvation continues to be a work that God 
does in us and that we respond His work (Phil. 2:12-13). Working out our salvation does not mean we 
have to do something Jesus did not do for us, it means applying the work of salvation further in our 
life. Part of what we need to do is turn from false gospels. Some of these false gospels are blind-spots 
to us, and others are known but still ongoing struggles. 

 
• Consider these reflective statements and ask the Holy Spirit to search you: 

o We believe a false gospel whenever we make something else besides Christ necessary for 
salvation. 

o We believe a false gospel whenever we assume that it doesn’t matter what you believe so 
long as you are a loving and good person. 

o We believe a false gospel whenever we try to grow spiritually through self-effort alone. 
 
• What false Gospels do you need to turn from (see Trevin Wax’s Counterfeit Gospels for further 

reading)? Reflect and confess. 
o Social-club Gospel – Salvation is all about finding fellowship and friendship at church. The 

gospel is reduced to Christian relationships that help us to enjoy life 
o Activist Gospel – The gospel is reduced to helping society and culture. The church’s mission 

is reduced to the world today and its injustices.  
o Churchless Gospel – Salvation is made private and focused entirely on the individual, in a 

way that makes the community of faith unimportant and even unnecessary. The church is 
viewed as an optional part of the Christian life 

o Judgementless Gospel – God’s forgiveness does not need to come through the cross, God is 
just generally forgiving. There is little consideration of God’s holiness or man’s sin. 
Evangelism is not that urgent or important. 

 
III. PRAY FOR SUNSET TO BE A GOSPEL-CENTERED CHURCH 
 

1 Peter 2:9–12 — 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct 
among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.  

 
Being a gospel-centered church is more than just having an orthodox statement of faith and saying 
that evangelism is important. It means having the gospel shape every part of our church community 
from our worship services, leadership, down to how we do children’s ministry and global missions. 

 
• Pray for our church leaders to be gospel-centered. That the leaders would apply the gospel 

personally and interpersonally in how they relate to one another.  
• Pray for our church worship-services to be focused on Christ and grow in our love for him. 
• Pray for the people and programs of Sunset that you know to continue to grow in Christ 
• Ask God to help you identify ways to become involved, change involvement, or increase 

involvement in the church to further gospel growth. 


